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As we reach the end of Term 4, | want to take a moment to reflect on the incredible achievements and
celebrations we have shared as a school community. It has been a wonderfully busy and exciting term, filled with
events that have enriched our learning and brought us together.

From the joy of World Book Day, where our children’s love of reading shone through, to the curiosity and
discovery of Science Week, and the important awareness raised during Neurodiversity Week, it has been
fantastic to see our pupils engaging with such enthusiasm. We also came together for Red Nose Day, showing
our generosity and support for those in need.

Our community events have been equally inspiring. The SEND Coffee Mornings, Easter Disco, PINS Meetings,
Mental Health Support Team Training, and Parent Carer Forum have provided valuable opportunities for
connection, discussion, and support. A special mention must also go to our Year 2 and Year 3 pupils, who
impressed us all with their fantastic assemblies—what a wonderful way to showcase their confidence and
learning!

Thank you to our staff, parents, carers, and the wider community for your ongoing support and involvement. |
wish you all a restful and enjoyable Easter holiday break, and | look forward to seeing everyone back for an
exciting Term 5!

Best Wishes
Chris Thomas-Unsworth
(Headteacher)

Laura Bazell (Director of Inclusion)

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to Laura Bazell for the incredible support she has given Somerdale
as the trust’s Director of Inclusion. Her dedication and expertise have made a significant impact on the
development of our SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) provision and offer.

Laura has also played a vital role in building staff confidence and capacity through the training she has delivered,
and her commitment to inclusion has been felt across the entire trust and the Somerdale school community.

We are truly grateful for all she has done and wish her every success and happiness in the next chapter of her
journey.

Parent/Carer Survey Results

A huge thank you to all parents and carers who took the time to complete our annual school survey. This is the
fourth year we have conducted the survey, and it is incredibly encouraging to see consistently high engagement
and valuable feedback. We are delighted with some extremely positive results, including 96% of respondents
agreeing that the school has a happy and positive atmosphere, 90% saying their child enjoys school, 93%
recognising that we encourage children to care for each other and develop a sense of responsibility, and 92%


https://www.somerdaleet.org.uk/our-school/

acknowledging good behaviour around the school. We truly value feedback from our community and will
continue to reflect on ways to improve. Some of the key actions we are taking in response to your feedback are
highlighted in the summary document, which can be found on the Family and Community Voice section of the
school website.

Parent/Carer Forum

The notes and presentation slides from our recent Parent Carer Forum are now available on the school website.
We encourage all parents and carers to review these resources, which include key discussion points, important
updates, and valuable insights shared during the session. This is a great opportunity to stay informed and engaged
with school initiatives. To access the materials, please click on the Term 4 Parent and Carer webpage. The next
forum will take place on Thursday 15® May 2025 at 2:30pm in the school hall.

World Cultural Diversity Day Friday 6 June Someriaieiducateiiooethery Sresente
World Cultural
We are excited to be celebrating World Cultural Diversity Day! Last year’s Diversity Day
event was a huge success, the children (and adults!) absolutely loved s o : )
experiencing the different foods, music, clothing, and traditions shared by our QWI v

wonderful families. We would love to invite parents and carers to get

involved again by setting up a small stand to share something from their culture.
This could be traditional food, crafts, clothing, artefacts, music, or anything else
you'd like to showcase. Please email info@somerdaleet.org.uk if you would like

to join us. Celebrating food & culture in Somerdale

Food music dance games
crafts

Careers Fayre = Inspiring the Next Generation

We are excited to announce our plans to host a Careers Fayre at school next year! It is so important for children
to be inspired by different career paths from an early age, helping them to explore the wide range of
opportunities available to them. Hearing first-hand from professionals about their journeys into various roles
can be incredibly motivating and give our pupils a real insight into the world of work.

To make this event a success, we would love to hear from parents, carers, or members of the community who
would be interested in supporting the school by sharing their career experiences. We are particularly keen to
hear from those working in industries or professions that are underrepresented, as we strive to showcase a
diverse range of career paths. If you would like to get involved, please register your interest via our online form.
Your participation could make a huge difference in inspiring our young learners!

Travel Plan and Road Safety

This year, the Listening Team is supporting two important initiatives to enhance safety and sustainability within
our school community. The first is working towards achieving a nationally recognised standard for a school travel
plan through the Modeshift Stars Education Scheme. A school travel plan is vital as it promotes safer, healthier,
and more environmentally friendly travel options for students, reducing congestion and improving air quality
around the school.

The second initiative focuses on improving road safety in and around the school site. The Listening Team will be
conducting a survey to identify key areas of concern and will apply for a police grant to fund improved signage
and road safety measures, including parking buddies. In addition, they will invite representatives from B&NES
council to discuss potential traffic calming solutions, such as a designated road crossing, to help ensure the safety
of our pupils and families.


https://www.somerdaleet.org.uk/parents-and-community/family-and-community-voice/
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If any parents or carers in the community would like to support this scheme or similar initiatives, such as
Bikeability, please contact the school—we would greatly appreciate your involvement!

No-Nuts School

A gentle reminder that we are a no-nuts school. Please ensure that any snacks or packed lunches do not
contain nuts, as we have children with severe allergies.

No-Nuts Statement: https://www.somerdaleet.org.uk/school-information/food-culture/

Spring Concert at The Chocolate Quarter

On Thursday afternoon, Hedgehogs, Bumblebees and Puffins went across to The Chocolate Quarter to sing a
variety of songs to the residents including The Climb, Yellow Submarine, and of course, the firm favourite of the
school, Spring Chicken!

Easter Disco

Thank you to FoSET for organising such an egg-cellent Easter Disco. Fun was had by all and there was even an

appearance by a very odd looking Easter Bird!

Learning Environment Drive Group

We set-up a learning environment drive group at the start of the academic year. The aim of the working party
was to further enhance the learning environments in Key Stage | & 2. By the end of the project classrooms will
have updated layouts and resources to support differentiated learning zones. There was a particular focus on
classroom design/physical setup; availability of learning resources; positive/inclusive school culture and ensuring
safe and structured environment. The working party considered views of the children reflecting on areas such
as cognitive overload. As part of the project the school undertook a successful environmental survey by the
Partnership for Inclusion of Neurodiverstiy in Schools (PINS) project, which was highlighted as best practice at
a recent conference.

' Updated Classroom

Environments
> 4y o B
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School Website

We aim to showcase the resources available to parents/carers in this section of the newsletter. We understand

that you are all very busy so you might not have time to explore all of the available content yourselves.

Did you know you can access the following via the class webpage:

Class Newsletter:

In the newsletter section you will find messages from the class teacher(s), key dates, curriculum overviews and

resources to support learning.

NEWSLETTERS

Academic Year 2024/2025

I Term 1
I Term 2
I Term 3
I Term 4

Curriuclum Overviews and Class Timetables:

Term 4 Newsletter (Elephants) m

Dear family members,

We are officially over half way through Year 5 whoop whoop! | told the children it would go quick and never
has that felt more true. The children continue to absolutely shine and things are only going to continue to
grow as our big Y5 events approach... leading EYFS/KS| sports days, productions and even a certain school
trip is on its way.

This newsletter aims to provide you with an overview of the main learning planned for this term, alongside
other useful information. If you have any questions, concerns or worries, do come and talk to me. | am
available via e-mail, (info@somerdaleet. org.uk), or at the end of the school day.

The Year Five team:

Jim McLaughlin Elizabeth 'Lily’ King Elizabeth ‘Lily' King
Class Teacher Learning Support Worker PPA Cover Teacher
Monday - Friday Mon +Wed (AM) - Thursday (PM)  Friday (AM)

This term our enquiry question is grounded in Geography and comparing our local areas observing how
they have evolved over time.

Use the eight points of a compass
Use locational/directional language

Use acrial images and age-appropriate graphs to acquire and discuss geographical information
Understand there are 5 types of land use

Comparisons becween Midsomer Norton and Keynsham & how they have changed

Rights Respecting Schools

The curriculum overviews map out the learning week by week. These are particular useful for parents/carers to

support discussions about the school day.

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

I Term 1 Curriculum Overview [h3
I Term 2 Curriculum Overview (&3
I Term 3 Curriculum Overview [P
I Term 4 Curriculum Overview o

CLASS TIMETABLE

I Class Timetable Term 1 [
I Class Timetable Term 2 [
I Class Timetable Term 4 [

Pr
®

Somerdale Fducate Together
Medium Term Overview 2024-2025 Year 2T4

/&, Somerdale Educate Together

®,.¥ School Day Timetable Year 6

Theough an enquiry cpproach, 6w carricubim 1 responsive. We mrture, develop and buld on Chldren's terests and passions; make (ks 1o their [ocal environment 53 That earving & relevant, 1jeiong and bulds the broad shl
knowledge for the world ahead. With an ethical focus in which children, learn about rights, through rights and for rights, our chidren have the confidence to question the warld around them, allawing them to be actrve particips
shape their community. Gur children are stewards of the enviranment, developing strong core moral values which celebrates openness, diversity, and equity.
This dacument provides an ovarvew of the planned sequence of leaming for & term. Actual reaching and timings moy difer a5 teachers adapt teaching and learming opporTunites a3 they teach to emsure teaching is respon
children's needs.
SubjectiAsealFocis Wees 1 Vieek 7 Week 3 Weak & T Week 5 Vieek b
ey Evenis/ Celebrations around the world. | World Book Duy (67 | Science Week Heurodiversity Week 2 Class Assembly FTA Disco
Assessments Ramadan Marchl
School Values Dignity and_kindness
Unicef Rights term we will focus on these rights:
Respecting Schacls | Avticle 24 every child has the right to good health, indluding health care, dean drinking water and utritious faod
~ Moin Focus Article 12 Every chilid has the right 1o say what they think in all matters affecting them, and to have their views taken seriously

ek hore for mars | Aricle: 13: You have the right ta find aut and share infarmation and share what yau think
informanion Anicle 15. You have the right set up or join graups

Article 2. You have the right to protection again

Viain Enqiry What was the Brisal Bus Bogeors and why was & signficom?
Questians (History)
Tearm Together, Discussion around Bristol | Discussion araund careng Jor | Understand what récying | Understand what water Think about our role in pratecting m
including RE Bus Boyeott — why was it | Our Environment is and why it is important. | pellution is and how it happens saurces

We canmake o | Diseussion around Bristel Bus | significant? Links 1o enviranmental ethics—how | Identify different types of | Identify the effects of water | Create a water polltion awareness poster
difference (ethical | Bogcort — why was it History our everyday actions can | recyclable materials (paper, | pallution on animals, peopls, and

approach to the | significant? Links 10 Histary affect nature plastic, metal, glass). Learn | the enyisanment.

anvironmant) how o racycle properly | Discuss ways to kesp water

through sarting activities, | elean ond reduce pollution.
Create a recucling poster

Monday Tuesday Thursday Friday
8.40 - 8.50 i i | i i i i
Gates open lashba lashback | lashback jvi lashback lashback
4 4 4 4 4
By 9am Register Register completed | Register completed | Register completed | Register completed
9.00 - 10am Session 1: Maths Session 1: Maths Session 1: Maths Session 1: Maths Session 1: Maths
input input input input input
Chris in class | Chris in class Chris ir Chris in
10 - 10.30am Session 2: | Sonia teaching Session 2: Session 2:
| Session 2: VIPERS Library
10.30 - 10.45 Playtime
10.45 - 11.45am Session ession 3: English | Session Session nglish
11.45am - 12pm Session ession 4: Spelling | Session PAG
Quiz
12pm - 1pm Lunchtime
1pm - 1.10pm Register & Class Story
1.10pm - 2pm Session 5: Maths Session 5: SPAG | Session 5: P.E Session 5: Enquiry | Session 5: Art and
challenges design
2pm - 2.50pm Session 6: Learn Session 6: Science | Session 6. Lily teaching Session 6: Growth
Together | Computing Session 6: PE mindset
| Becky in class
2.50 - 3.10pm Celebration Learn Together | Values Assembly Singing Assembly Picture News
Assembly Assembly
3.10pm - 3.20pm | Times Tables Times Tables | Times Tables Times Tables Times Tables
Booklets Booklets | Booklets Booklets Booklets

3.200m

Homa Tima



News from around the school

Preschool - Turtles

This term the Turtles have been thinking about growing, we have planted sunflowers, peas and even have a
ceiling high magic beanstalk in the classroom. The children have been fascinated to see the tadpoles continue
to develop, they are now all a dappled colour with distinctive eyes but no legs yet. We plan to release them
back into the pond before the holiday and the Turtles will be sorry to see them go. The children have done a
great job in taking care of their sunflowers, as a result of their diligent watering we now have some very
substantial plants. Hopefully, they will survive being planted out and we will be able to continue watching them
develop as the summer progresses.

Reception - Otters

Over this term Otters’ have been looking at life cycles and growth. We have been looking at a life-cycle of a
frog, habitats and how things grow and change. The last few weeks we have focused on plants, vegetables and
flower growth. Comparing size, environment, life cycles and observing changes. Children have enjoyed labelling
parts of a flower and doing some planting of their own. We will be monitoring the growth of our newly planted
sunflower over the next few weeks with our sunflower diary, before children can bring them home and continue
to grow them as tall as they can.

Year | - Wildcats

Wildcats have loved exploring the watercolour paints this term! We have found out about an artist called Emma
Burleigh who works with watercolour and lives in Bristol. We have followed her videos to learn new
watercolour skills and then used them to create our own Spring pictures. We also used the pastels to then add
in details to our pictures, creating multi-media artwork. The children thought really carefully about the colours
and shapes that they made and the end results have been beautiful!

Year 2 - Hedgehogs

This term in Hedgehogs, we’ve been learning all about how to look after ourselves and our planet! We've
explored the serious issue of water pollution by writing our own reports, packed with facts and ideas on how
to help protect our oceans and rivers. In Science, we've been busy carrying out experiments to understand the
effects of pollution and how we can help reduce it.



Year 3 - Bumblebees

This term, our Learn Together focus has been on how to make school a better place. The Bumblebees decided
a litter picking station would be best and that it would also ensure a safe environment for children (Article 24)
as well as supporting nature. We researched litter picking stations and went out as a class and decided on the
best place for this to go. As part of the project, the children also asked Chris to visit during a lesson so they
could speak to him about their ideas and to ask permission. Bumblebees will be installing and introducing the
litter picking station early next term.

Year 4 - Puffin

Puffin Class have had a fantastic term, and we are so proud of their hard work and progress. They have loved
reading Danny the Champion of the world and writing their own chapters, as well as instructions for how to
successfully poach pheasants. In maths, they have shown a lot of determination as we tackle fractions. As
geographers, Puffins have learned all about the course of a river, as scientists they have been exploring states of
matter and as designers, they have made their own pencil cases (sewing with 30 children is no small feat and
they have been amazingly patient and focused). Alongside this, Puffins have been designing projects to tackle our
school’s carbon footprint, focusing on food as that was our highest area of carbon emissions. Stay tuned for
more information from the children next term.

Year 5 - Elephants

In Year 5, we have been busy looking closely at our local area Keynsham and comparing it to Midsomer Norton
to recognise the unique features between the two. Whilst we have covered a wide variety of important
orientation, map reading and OS survey skills, it is our art topic which has really been the star of the show this
week.

Inspired by Ed Fairburn, we have pain-stakingly copied by hand an exact map of Keynsham, traced the image
onto card and then transferred a silhouette of a family member to create an amazing personal portrait. You can
see us hard at work below.




Year 6 — Tigers

In Year 6 during term 4, we have been creating shadow puppets in art linked to our science topic on Light. In
groups, children have designed and made puppets on a theme of their choice, writing a short sketch to share
with the class. See some examples below:
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Friends of
Somerdale
Educate Together
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1-14

Online buy a book 1PM - 3PM 3.20PM - 6PM
for Somerdale for World Spring Tabletop Sale
Book Day School Hall

' 5-21 22 9

Easter Party

Somerdale Easter Trail Somerdale Easter Trail Mike's Quiz
Prize Draw Pavilion

16-17 14

1PM - 3PM Rags to Riches for summer Raffle
Summer Fair Schools’ clothes Prize Drow
Start of Summer Raoffle donation colfection
@reallygreatsite




SATURDAY5THTO &
MONDAY 21STAPR |

SUGGESTED DONATIONFOR -~
SOMERDALE TRAIL MAPS: w
£2EACH /£1FORSIBLINGS
Available from: ol ¥,
School gates pick up |/
(Mon 3lst Mar/Fri Yth Apr)
. School Reception
R 2t —Tues Ist-Fri Yth Apr 10am-2pm)
Y = Pavilion Reception
Sat 5th-Mon 2Ist Apr

N

e

Completed trail maps emailed to:

FriendsofSomerdale@hotmail.com
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Name La bels save time and money with

one multipurpose name label
for clothes, shoes, lunch boxes,
and all school items
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when you buy Stikins name labels
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W MENTAL
Xy HEALTH
3 SUPPORT
TEAM

Self-esteem
Anxiety

Low Moeod
Anger
Panic

Bﬂdy |mng
Worries
Social Anxiety

| |l Sessions

- O ) If you would like support from an EMHP, speak to
T your teacher or a member of the pastoral team.

Mental Haalth
Support Team

Bath and Marth East Samarsst
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Friday 4* October 2024
ednesday 2/t November 2024 i
Tuesday 28" January 2025 % »

Friday 14* March 2025

Friday 9" May 2025
Wednesday 11t June 2025

9am in the school hall.
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Theme for each coffee morning will be % ;

announced nearer the time.
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make a

dif ference

Work with children
Connect with your community
Enrich lives & learn new skKills

Volunteer at LifeskKills




NHS
Children’s ™ " i
Occupational Therapy

Advice Line

Do you have any questions about a child or young
person’s ability to carry out daily tasks and activities?

He trips over
really easily.

01225 82 6659

The first and second
Tuesday of each month.

2pm - 4pm

She struggles
with zips and
........... buttons.

They find it difficult
to pick up small
objects and play
with small toys.

He can't
catch a ball

very well.

He finds it

difficult to use Our Advice Line is open to Parents / Carers,
cutlery.

Schools, Nursery and Healthcare
s e professionals of children who have a
and don't like BANES GP.

loud noises.

She can't tie
her shoelaces

If the child is already on our Waiting List or is
known to BANES OT Service, and you would like

to speak to a member of the Occupational Therapy
The RUH, where you matter team, please contact 01225 82 4220.




Family River Safety
Adventure

16 April
10:30am to 12

Join us, and the Avon Fire & Rescue Service to master essential water
survival skills (whilst staying firmly on land). Explore hidden dangers
and learn how to stay safe by the river.

It's an exciting opportunity to engage in family friendly activities and
challenges, all set against the beautiful backdrop of the river.

To reserve a spot through Eventbrite scan the QR code or
visit the link bit.ly/RiverSafetyAdventure

Meet at Kelson'’s Field (what3words ///human.line.former)

This event is led by
The Bath River Line Team and Avon Fire & Rescue Service




Join England Cricketer &
Vitality Ambassador Heather
Knight at Somerdale Pavilion
parkrun on 5 April 2025
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